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29, 1886, observed by English and American parties on
the island of Grenada in the Southern West Indies, have
just come to hand, and are strongly unfavorable to the
reality of the coronal appearances obtained by Huggins
and Wright in their attempts to render the corona visible
without an eclipse. Plates furnished by Mr. Huggins,
and precisely similar to those which he has employed in
his photographic experiments, were exposed by Captain
Darwin during the totality (as well as before and after
it), in an apparatus like Mr. Huggins's, with a time of ex-
posure the same that he has been using, and were treated
and developed in accordance with his directions. The
plates which were thus exposed during the totality show
no corona at all, the exposure time having proved insuf-
ficient to bring it out. Nor do the plates exposed during
the partial phase show any trace of the moon's outline
beyond the sun's limb. Of course this makes it extremely
probable that what looks like the corona upon plates ex-
posed in the same way to the uneclipsed sun is merely a
fallacious ghost, due, as his opponents have always
claimed, to something in his apparatus or process, or else
to the scattering of light in our atmosphere. It is true,
as Mr. Common points out, that the result is not abso-
lutely conclusive, because the air was by no means satis-
factorily clear during the eclipse ; but it must be con-
ceded, and Mr. Huggins himself admits it, that the
probability is now heavily against him. Captain Darwin
obtained good pictures of the corona with ordinary plates
exposed for a longer time in the usual apparatus.